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ABSTRACT 

Civic Education (PKn) plays a significant role in enhancing community welfare through active and 

meaningful social participation. This study employs a literature review method with a qualitative 

approach and descriptive analysis, using data from 19 selected scholarly articles from 2010-2024 

sourced from Google Scholar. The findings show that PKn is capable of building the public’s 

understanding of their rights and duties as citizens, instilling values of solidarity, tolerance, and 

mutual cooperation, and encouraging active participation in decision-making and the management 

of local resources. Case studies such as community-based waste management in Sukunan Village 

and the development of a tourist village in Pentingsari emphasize that effective PKn programs can 

improve the economic and social welfare of communities. However, PKn implementation faces 

challenges such as limited resources, lack of policy support, and the need for adaptation in the 

digital era. This research recommends strengthening policies, integrating technology, adopting 

contextual approaches, fostering multi-party collaborations, and conducting monitoring and 

evaluation to optimize the role of PKn in creating sustainable community welfare. 
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PERAN PENDIDIKAN KEWARGANEGARAAN DALAM MENINGKATKAN 

KESEJAHTERAAN MASYARAKAT MELALUI PARTISIPASI SOSIAL 

ABSTRAK 

Pendidikan Kewarganegaraan (PKn) memiliki peran penting dalam meningkatkan kesejahteraan 

masyarakat melalui partisipasi sosial yang aktif dan bermakna. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode 

tinjauan pustaka dengan pendekatan kualitatif dan analisis deskriptif, dengan data yang diambil dari 

19 artikel ilmiah terpilih periode 2010-2024 di Google Scholar. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan 

bahwa PKn mampu membangun pemahaman masyarakat terhadap hak dan kewajibannya sebagai 

warga negara, menanamkan nilai-nilai solidaritas, toleransi, dan gotong royong, serta mendorong 

keterlibatan aktif dalam pengambilan keputusan dan pengelolaan sumber daya lokal. Studi kasus 

seperti pengelolaan sampah berbasis komunitas di Desa Sukunan dan pengembangan desa wisata di 

Pentingsari menegaskan bahwa program PKn yang efektif dapat meningkatkan kesejahteraan 

ekonomi dan sosial masyarakat. Namun, implementasi PKn menghadapi tantangan berupa 

keterbatasan sumber daya, kurangnya dukungan kebijakan, dan kebutuhan adaptasi terhadap era 

digital. Penelitian ini merekomendasikan penguatan kebijakan, integrasi teknologi, pendekatan 

kontekstual, kolaborasi multi-pihak, serta monitoring dan evaluasi untuk mengoptimalkan peran 

PKn dalam menciptakan kesejahteraan masyarakat yang berkelanjutan. 

Kata kunci: Pendidikan Kewarganegaraan, Kesejahteraan Masyarakat, Partisipasi Sosial 
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INTRODUCTION 

 Civic education (PKn) plays a strategic 

role in building a participatory, empowered, 

and prosperous society (Mazid & Istianah, 

2023). This education aims to instill national 

values and enhance social awareness, collective 

responsibility, and participation skills in 

community development. In the context of 

Indonesia, where social challenges such as 

poverty, inequality, and social disintegration 

remain significant, PKn can serve as an 

effective tool to encourage more proactive 

community involvement in addressing 

collective issues. PKn is seen as a way to create 

a society that not only understands its rights and 

obligations but also contributes meaningfully to 

development by emphasizing values such as 

mutual cooperation, social justice, and respect 

for human rights. 

 Social participation is a crucial 

indicator of community welfare. This 

participation encompasses various forms of 

engagement, from family and community 

activities to public policies. Civic Education has 

the potential to enhance social participation by 

providing a deep understanding of the 

importance of citizen involvement in social and 

political processes (Indah Cicilia et al., 2022). 

Communities that understand the significance 

of participation are more likely to actively 

advocate for collective interests, monitor public 

policies, and create environments conducive to 

social development. In this context, PKn 

functions as a tool to empower society, 

especially in giving a voice to marginalized 

groups. 

Community welfare is often influenced 

by how effectively individuals and groups 

within the society can participate. Civic 

Education provides the knowledge, skills, and 

attitudes necessary to maximize this 

participation. For example, communities that 

understand democratic mechanisms, 

governance systems, and civil rights are more 

likely to leverage existing opportunities to 

improve their quality of life. This aligns with 

human development theory, which emphasizes 

the importance of education as the foundational 

element in enhancing sustainable community 

welfare (Neumayer, 2010). 

Furthermore, Civic Education also 

plays a role in encouraging positive social 

change. Individuals are taught to become 

change agents who critically address social 

injustices and actively seek solutions to the 

problems faced by society through PKn 

learning. This process involves the 

development of analytical skills, 

communication abilities, and the courage to 

take action. Therefore, PKn fosters individuals 

who are law-conscious, aware of their rights, 

and capable of making concrete contributions to 

the welfare of their communities (Nurkasihani, 

2018). 

In Indonesia, the relevance of Civic 

Education is increasingly evident in the context 

of globalization, which brings significant 

changes to the social and economic structure of 

society. Globalization often presents new 

challenges, such as increasing economic 

inequality and the marginalization of certain 

groups (Tabash et al., 2024). PKn can serve as a 

platform to strengthen national identity and 

social solidarity amid these global changes. 

PKn prepares communities to face these 

challenges in an inclusive and just manner 

through integrated teaching. 

Civic Education also plays a role in 

fostering critical awareness of environmental 

issues and sustainability. In an era where the 

impacts of climate change and environmental 

degradation are becoming increasingly 

apparent, PKn can provide education on the 

importance of environmental conservation as 

part of social responsibility. Environmentally 

conscious communities are more likely to care 

for the survival of future generations and 

contribute to social movements that support 

ecosystem sustainability (Setyarini, 2023). 

Moreover, this education also 

contributes to building social cohesion, 

especially in a society with diverse cultures, 

religions, and ethnicities like Indonesia. PKn 

can serve as a means to reduce social conflict 

and promote harmony among citizens by 

teaching tolerance, respect for diversity, and 

principles of justice (Siti & Oksari, 2024). 

Strong social cohesion, in turn, creates stability 

that supports the overall improvement of 

community welfare. 

This study aims to explore the role of 

Civic Education in enhancing community 

welfare through social participation. This 

research will analyze how the concepts and 
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practices of PKn can facilitate effective social 

participation by using a literature review 

approach, ultimately contributing to community 

welfare. The focus of this research will help 

identify strategies that can be applied to 

optimize the potential of PKn as a tool for 

social development in Indonesia. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Civic Education (PKn) 

Civic Education (PKn) is a systematic 

effort to instill the values of nationalism, 

democracy, justice, and civility in individuals 

as part of both formal and informal learning 

processes (Widiatmaka, 2023). Its primary goal 

is to create citizens who are aware of their 

rights and responsibilities, capable of critical 

thinking, and actively participate in societal, 

national, and state affairs. PKn focuses on 

cognitive aspects as well as character 

development by instilling values such as 

solidarity, tolerance, and responsibility. Thus, 

PKn becomes a strategic tool to create an 

inclusive, harmonious, and productive society 

in carrying out their citizenship roles. 

 

Community Welfare 

Community welfare refers to a 

condition where individuals or groups within a 

community can meet their basic needs, 

including economic, health, education, and 

social needs, thereby achieving a decent quality 

of life (Sukmasari, 2020). Welfare encompasses 

material aspects such as income and access to 

basic services, as well as non-material aspects 

such as security, justice, and opportunities for 

personal development. In a broader context, 

community welfare is influenced by 

government policies, social support, and the 

active participation of the community in 

decision-making and resource management. 

 

Social Participation 

 Social participation is the active 

involvement of individuals or groups in various 

activities aimed at improving the quality of life 

together within their community (Nurbaiti & 

Azis Nur Bambang, 2017). This participation 

can include involvement in community service, 

decision-making at the local level, oversight of 

public policies, and collective action to address 

social issues such as poverty or environmental 

degradation. Social participation strengthens 

social cohesion and a sense of belonging within 

the community, while also serving as a means 

to actualize the values of democracy and 

justice. Communities are better equipped to 

face challenges together and create meaningful 

changes for the collective welfare with a high 

level of participation. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 This study employs a literature review 

approach with a qualitative method to examine 

the role of Civic Education in enhancing 

community welfare through social participation. 

The qualitative approach is chosen because the 

study focuses on an in-depth understanding of 

concepts, theories, and previous research 

findings relevant to the topic. The literature 

review is conducted to explore related scholarly 

sources published within a specific period, with 

the goal of providing a comprehensive 

analytical framework for the research topic. 

Data for this research is gathered from scholarly 

articles available on Google Scholar. Literature 

searches are conducted using specific keywords 

such as "Civic Education," "community 

welfare," and "social participation" for the 

publication period from 2010 to 2024. The 

initial search yields 31 scholarly articles. 

However, after a strict selection process based 

on relevance, source reliability, and the focus of 

the discussion supporting the research 

objectives, only 19 articles are used for further 

analysis. 

 Data analysis is conducted using a 

descriptive approach to interpret and organize 

the information obtained from the literature. 

This analysis involves critical reading, 

categorizing data based on key themes, and 

interpreting the concepts that contribute to 

understanding the research topic. The main 

themes identified include the relationship 

between Civic Education and the enhancement 

of social participation, the contribution of social 

participation to community welfare, and the 

challenges and opportunities in implementing 

Civic Education in society. The data selection 

procedure is carried out systematically to 
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ensure the quality of the research results. The 

selected articles meet the criteria of relevance to 

the research topic, the use of valid methods in 

the studies, and the scope of discussion 

supporting the analysis of the concepts of Civic 

Education and social participation. Thus, the 

results of this study are expected to provide in-

depth insights and support the development of 

policies and practices in the field of Civic 

Education. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 Civic Education (PKn) has significant 

potential to improve community welfare by 

fostering a deep understanding of citizens' 

rights and responsibilities while encouraging 

active involvement in sustainable social life. 

PKn shapes individuals to be aware of their 

obligations and motivates them to contribute to 

community decision-making, monitor public 

policies, and develop community-based social 

initiatives. For example, Sukunan Village in 

Yogyakarta demonstrates how implementing 

PKn values promotes engagement in 

community-based waste management programs 

(Administrator, 2017). Recycling activities not 

only mitigate environmental impact but also 

create new economic opportunities, proving 

that social participation cultivated through PKn 

can offer practical solutions to local social and 

economic challenges, thereby enhancing 

holistic community well-being. 

 PKn also plays a strategic role in 

fostering social participation that addresses 

poverty alleviation through integrated 

educational approaches focused on practical 

solutions for local challenges. PKn promotes 

meaningful participation with tangible impacts 

by providing insights into accessing economic 

opportunities, utilizing local resources, and 

innovating to meet community needs. This is 

evident in Purbalingga Regency, Central Java, 

where high school-level PKn programs initiated 

student cooperatives, enhancing entrepreneurial 

skills such as financial management and 

marketing while creating new business 

opportunities that directly benefited the 

surrounding community (Dinkominfo, 2024). 

These examples show how PKn bridges the gap 

between formal education and socio-economic 

needs, empowering communities sustainably. 

Civic Education further plays a vital 

role in fostering social solidarity, which serves 

as a strong foundation for community welfare, 

especially during crises and recovery periods. 

PKn creates individuals who understand the 

importance of collaboration and actively apply 

it in real-life contexts by teaching values like 

mutual cooperation, justice, and respect. This 

was evident in Aceh after the 2004 tsunami, 

where solidarity strengthened by PKn values 

encouraged community-driven initiatives such 

as collective house reconstruction, need-based 

logistics distribution, and equitable aid 

management (Zahrani, 2024). This process 

accelerated physical recovery, rebuilt mutual 

trust among residents, and formed stronger 

social networks, proving PKn’s role as a 

catalyst for resilient and empowered 

communities. 

Social participation encouraged by PKn 

is also critical in raising public awareness about 

social issues like economic inequality, 

discrimination, and environmental degradation 

while equipping individuals with practical skills 

to act. Systematic teaching through PKn fosters 

analytical thinking and social empathy, 

prompting individuals to address problems and 

pursue sustainable community-based solutions. 

For instance, in Surabaya, a PKn program 

integrated with environmental issues inspired 

students and residents to engage in a zero-waste 

movement (Radhini, 2024). This initiative 

instilled values of sustainability and 

environmental responsibility while opening 

new economic opportunities through collective 

recycling activities. PKn increased 

environmental awareness and strengthened 

local economic independence, showcasing the 

power of social participation in driving 

transformative change. 

PKn also teaches the importance of 

managing local resources for shared prosperity 

by instilling values of togetherness, 

cooperation, and collective responsibility. For 

instance, in Pentingsari Village, Sleman, PKn 

encouraged residents to collaborate in 

developing a community-based tourism village 

(Wahyuni, 2019). Through education 

emphasizing solidarity and shared 

responsibility, the village capitalized on its 

natural and cultural resources to create 

economic opportunities, enhancing income 
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levels and strengthening social and cultural 

identity. This success illustrates how PKn 

provides a robust foundation for sustainable 

resource management with economic and social 

benefits. 

At both local and national levels, PKn 

plays a pivotal role in shaping citizens aware of 

their rights and duties in public decision-

making, thus encouraging constructive 

participation. For example, a community 

movement in Jakarta successfully advocated for 

more inclusive public transportation policies, 

demonstrating PKn’s effectiveness in fostering 

social awareness and driving policy changes 

(Kusuma, 2021). PKn contributed to initiatives 

like improving TransJakarta services for 

persons with disabilities by training citizens to 

understand accessibility needs, showcasing how 

civic education can create a more inclusive and 

equitable transportation system while 

enhancing public participation in policymaking 

processes. 

Civic Education (PKn) plays a crucial 

role as a tool to prevent social conflicts by 

instilling values of tolerance, justice, and 

mutual respect from an early age, thereby 

strengthening social cohesion in society. For 

instance, in Papua, a PKn program focused on 

interethnic harmony successfully reduced 

tensions among various communities by 

facilitating open dialogue and encouraging 

collaboration on village infrastructure 

development projects (Herjawan, 2023). 

Through this education, people are taught to 

view diversity as a strength rather than a trigger 

for conflict and are equipped with skills to 

collaborate in achieving common goals. This 

success demonstrates that PKn can effectively 

act as a bridge for creating social peace by 

building strong mutual understanding and 

tolerance between previously divided groups. 

Furthermore, this initiative contributes to 

collective welfare, as the joint development 

projects bring direct benefits to the community, 

illustrating how civic education fosters 

sustainable peace and strengthens local social 

ties. 

The implementation of Civic Education 

(PKn), however, does not always proceed 

smoothly due to challenges such as lack of 

policy support, resource limitations, and 

community resistance, which often hinder its 

effectiveness. A case study in West Kalimantan 

highlights this issue, where a PKn program 

aimed at increasing environmental awareness 

failed to achieve its goals optimally. The failure 

was primarily attributed to inadequate training 

for facilitators who were supposed to spearhead 

the delivery of material and poor coordination 

among the stakeholders involved in the 

program. Without sufficient support—both in 

terms of capacity-building for implementers 

and solid collaboration among relevant 

parties—PKn programs cannot operate 

effectively. This case underscores the need for 

meticulous planning, proper training, and 

comprehensive support from the government, 

community, and private sector to ensure PKn 

programs yield positive and sustainable 

impacts, particularly in building deep social 

awareness of critical issues such as 

environmental sustainability (Sulianti et al., 

2019). 

Civic Education (PKn) must also adapt 

to the rapid development of digital technology, 

which has become an integral part of daily life, 

considering its immense potential to enhance 

the effectiveness and reach of educational 

programs. Integrating technology into PKn 

makes materials more accessible and allows for 

more interactive and socially relevant learning 

methods. For example, app-based PKn 

programs in Indonesia successfully leveraged 

technology to reach a broader audience, 

enabling students and the community to learn 

flexibly and apply their knowledge in the form 

of digital social participation, such as online 

petitions, social media campaigns, and 

crowdfunding for social activities (Shefira et 

al., 2024). These efforts increased active 

engagement in civic issues and developed the 

digital skills needed for participation in modern 

democracies. This program's success 

demonstrates that with the appropriate use of 

technology, PKn can optimize its role in 

shaping a more aware and engaged society 

while facilitating new forms of social 

participation that are more inclusive and 

efficient. 
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Overall, Civic Education (PKn) 

significantly contributes to societal welfare, 

particularly by fostering meaningful social 

participation as a foundation for sustainable 

social and economic development. Successful 

PKn programs typically feature a contextual 

approach tailored to local needs and conditions 

and gain support from various stakeholders, 

including the government, private sector, and 

the community. This collaborative approach 

ensures the program's sustainability and 

amplifies its impact by creating tangible 

changes in social awareness, empowerment, 

and poverty alleviation. Emphasizing 

sustainable outcomes is essential, as it leads to 

structural changes that strengthen social 

cohesion and mitigate inequality. Indonesia has 

a great opportunity to create a more inclusive, 

prosperous, and empowered society capable of 

facing global challenges and achieving 

sustainable development goals by enhancing 

PKn implementation, particularly through 

improved teaching capacity, resources, and 

community engagement. 

To optimize Civic Education (PKn) and 

strengthen its impact on community welfare, 

further efforts are needed, including supportive 

policies, adequate facilitator training, and the 

integration of modern technology aligned with 

contemporary advancements. Clear and targeted 

policies will provide a solid foundation for PKn 

implementation at various educational and 

community levels, ensuring equitable and 

effective program accessibility. Adequate 

facilitator training is essential to ensure PKn 

teaching conveys theoretical understanding 

while equipping learners with practical skills 

for everyday life. Additionally, integrating 

modern technology into PKn creates more 

interactive and accessible learning methods, 

expanding the program’s reach and enhancing 

community participation. If these measures are 

implemented effectively, they are expected to 

improve PKn programs' quality, enabling more 

people to actively participate in development 

processes, access information efficiently, and 

ultimately enjoy better economic, social, and 

political well-being. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 Civic Education (PKn) plays a strategic 

role in enhancing community welfare through 

active and sustainable social participation. It 

provides individuals with an understanding of 

their rights and responsibilities as citizens, 

instills values such as solidarity, tolerance, and 

justice, and encourages active involvement in 

societal life. The resulting social participation 

impacts economic improvement, strengthens 

social cohesion, enhances local resource 

management, and equips communities to 

address social challenges. Various case studies, 

such as Sukunan Village's community-based 

waste management and Pentingsari Village's 

tourism development, demonstrate that well-

implemented Civic Education programs can 

significantly improve community welfare. 

However, the success of PKn programs also 

depends on policy support, adequate resources, 

and adaptation to the digital era. 

 To optimize the implementation of 

Civic Education (PKn), several integrated 

measures must be prioritized, beginning with 

the reinforcement of policies that ensure the 

government allocates adequate budgets, 

develops relevant curricula, and provides 

training for facilitators and educators. In the 

current digital era, the integration of technology 

becomes indispensable, enabling governments 

and educational institutions to leverage digital 

platforms that facilitate interactive learning 

while creating opportunities for digital-based 

social participation, such as online campaigns 

and policy advocacy. Additionally, employing a 

contextual approach in designing PKn programs 

is critical to align these initiatives with the 

specific needs and characteristics of local 

communities, ensuring that the programs are 

more relevant and effective in fostering social 

participation and enhancing welfare. 

Moreover, the success of PKn requires 

collaboration among multiple stakeholders, 

including the government, educational 

institutions, community organizations, and the 

private sector, as such partnerships strengthen 

program support and broaden its positive 

impact. To ensure the sustainability of these 

efforts, it is essential to establish a structured 

system for monitoring and evaluation, assessing 

the effectiveness of teaching methods, levels of 

community participation, and tangible impacts 

on societal welfare. When implemented 

cohesively, these strategies enable Civic 

Education to play a vital role in fostering a 



 

Technopreneurship and Educational Development Review (TENDER). ISSN: 3047-0390          131 

Vol.1, No.3, October 2024, DOI : https://doi.org/10.61100/tender.v1i3.229, pages 125-132 

 

more engaged, cohesive, and empowered 

society while addressing contemporary 

challenges and supporting sustainable 

development. 
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